Oxford and its Story

Borlace, to which no member of a Whig college like
Wadham, Christ Church, Exeter or Merton might
belong, was allowed to meet annually at the King's
Head Tavern on i8th August to toast the King
across the water and drink confusion to the rival
Constitution Club. But the triumph of the Whigs at
the accession of George I. and the disappointment of
"honest" men, led to a great riot on the first
anniversary of the birthday of the new sovereign.

"Mobs paraded the streets, shouting for the Pretender
and putting a stop to every kind of rejoicing. The
Constitution Club had gathered to commemorate the day at
the King's Head. The windows were illuminated and
preparations made for a bonfire. Tossing up their caps and
scattering money among the rabble that flocked to the front
of the hotel, the Jacobite gownsmen egged them on with
shouts of * No George,' * James for ever,' {Ormond/ or
4 Bolingbroke !' The faggots were torn to pieces, showers
of brickbats were thrown into the clubroom. The Con-
stitutioners were glad to escape with their lives by a back-
door. Thus baffled th-e mob rolled on to attack all illumi-
nated houses. Every Whig window was smashed. The
meeting house was entered and gutted. ... At last the
mob dispersed for the night, publicly giving out that {the
glorious work' was left unfinished till to-morrow. The
twenty-ninth of May was associated with too significant
reminiscences to be allowed to pass in quiet. Sunday
though it was, the streets were filled with people running
up 'and down with oak-boughs in their hats, shouting,
' King James, the true King, No usurper I The Good
Duke of Ormond.' The streets were brilliantly illuminated,
and wherever disregard was shown to the mob's fiat, the
windows were broken. . . . The crowds grew thicker and
noisier towards even. A rumour had got abroad that Oriel
had given shelter to some of the Constitutionalists, The
mob rushed to the attack and threatened to break open the
closely-barred gates. At this moment a shot from a window
wounded one of the ringleaders, a gownsman of Brasenose,
and the crowd fled in confusion to break fresh windows,
gut the houses of dissenters, and pull down the chapels of
Anabaptists and Quakers" (Green).                       . '

400